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BACKGROUND

Cmn February 24, lﬂi,lh:ganlpmhtinmlhﬁduﬂl imvestigation of White House
Deputy Counsel Vincenl W. Foster, Jr. In part, this investigation was prompted by the
pumerows conflicing accounts reported by various news agencies.’

What 1 have Euundduﬂnguurm:uﬁwmdﬂisthatuipﬁﬁmmnumbﬂufmm
news accounts were simply untrue or atherwise easily explained. In the Hnal anabysis, 1
reached the same conclusion as that of the 1.5, Park Police and Special Counse] Robert B.
Fiske, Jr.; namely, that on July 20, 1993, Vincent W. Foster, Jr. died from a self-inflicted
gunshot wound to the rth whils at Forl Marey Park (Fairfax County), Virginis.

Aspannfuurpmht,m}rstaﬂnrlint:wiewed emergency medical personnel from
Fairfax County, Virginia, law enforcement officials, and other persons imvolved in the TL5.
Park Police investigation of Mr. Foster's death. In addition, the Government Cperations
Comimittes was provided ascess to the theretofors undisclosed 1.5, Park Police Report oo
the Foster death along with photographs taken at poth the scene And ke autopsy.

I imitiated Lh."ﬁiuvﬁtipﬂuninmym]::asmﬁnglhpubﬁm to the Commities oD
Government Operations, }twasmuﬂuﬂedundcrtheauthuﬁty of Rule X of the Rulr._suf

with responsibility for conducting reviews of the management and effectivencss of
government operations and activitics. Alse, pursant to 5 UL.S.C, Sec. 2954, executive branch
Egencies are required to provide "any information. . . relating to any mAater within the
jurisdiction of the committes” when requested by any seven members of the Committ=e,

Thr:purpuﬂufthisr:punismprnﬁduasummnryufthispruh:intnth:
investigation of the death of Vinceot Foster to my colitagues on ths Government
Operations Committee and in the Fouse of Representatives. | also hope that this summary
report, along with the detailed findings of Specizal Counsel Robert Fiske, will put to rest any
lingering questions regarding the events of July 20, 1993,

A review of the facts surrounding the death of Mr. Foster must stan with (1) the
overwhelming amount of forensic evidence supporting the conclusion thar he died of a
suicide, &nd (2) the starure of those brought in 1o review the autopsy results. Contrary to
the belief of some commentators, the forensic pathology team {"Pathclogy Panel™} working
with Special Counsel Roberi B. Fiske, Jr. did oot rely sobely oo the awtopsy conclusions of
the Northern Virginia Medical Examiner, Dr. James C. Beyer? Rather, the Pathology



Fanel independently concluded that Mr. Foster committed suigide on July 20, 1993 at Font
Marcy Park, Virginia after their own review of the available evidence.?

The determipation of the Patholngy Panel organized by Special Counsel Fiske was
based on independent obsarvations and testing of Mr. Foster's sofi palate, a review of the
photographs taken at Fort Marcy Park and during the autopsy, & review of FBI Jab reports,
and an examination of Mr. Foster's clothing. The same ar comparable evideace was
available to the Pathology Panel as would have been available bad they been present at the
original autopsy. The Pathology Panel determined that the decedent’s body did ool need
to be cxbumed becanse pumerous tissue samples were saved and available for examinarion.

: ¢ Forsasic Exid

- 1t is indisputable that the gun was fired while in Mr. Foster's mouth. This conclusion
is supported by the nature of the wound in the mouth and head as well as the smoks
ang gun powier residue found in the soft palate of the mouth. The report issued by
Special Counsel Fiske discusses this forensic evidence in considerable detail. That
heing the case, one of two ennclusions remain: (1) Mr. Foster committed suicide, or
(2) M. Foster was forced 10 put the gun in his mouth and pull the wipger.*

The uncontested evidence supports the conclusion that Mr. Foster piaced the gun in
his mouth himselt. There were no signs of a siruggle at Fort Marcy Park, no bruises
on M. Foster's body or tears in his clohing, and o broken teeth. Moreover, Mr.
Eoster was not under the influence of any controlled substances or alcohol that may
have been used o render bim helpless. Lab reports reveal that no alcohol or
coptrolled substances were found in Mr. Foster's bioodstream.”

The conciusion that Mr. Foster commitied suicide is also supported by the marks left
on Mr. Foster's thumb and forefinger. Consisient with the testimony of the Fairfax
Counry paramedics, Mr. Foster's thumb was trapped by the trigesr guard. The
remaining mark is consistent with the rebound of the trigget. Because the
indentation on M. Foster's (hurb maiches exactly with the rebound of the trigger,
i+ would have been virtually impossible to artificially make such a mark. Similarly,
the imprint on Mr. Foster's forefinger is identical to the imprint on the back of the
gun. The powder burns alse suppoett 2 finding of suicide.

— Along with select members of my siaff, I had complete access to photographs taken
at Fort Marcy Park apd during the Northern Virginia Medical Examiners autopsy.
These photopraphs support statements by the U.5. Park Police and the Pathologist
Pane] tegarding the location of the body, tigger guard marks, and punpowder

residue.



NO EVIDENCE SUPPORTS MOVEMENT OF BODY

Although the forensic evidence indicates that Mr. Foster commitied suicide, several

issues ot addressed in satisfactory detall by Special Counsel Fiske have been of concern
to spme commentators. They are addressed below:

Movement of the Fosicr Body

First, & major concern is the passible movement of Mr. Foster's body after be died.

. As reported, the amount nf blood on and surrounding Mr. Foster's body at Fort Marcy Park
was nol substantial.

ltisappn::mthatthela:kufamhﬂantialamnumufblmdmmtdircmrmﬂtnr
th:pusiﬁnuufhir.Fmt:r'sbndynuham&d:ath. Because Mr. Foster was lying
nnananglnm:bhuddmimddmmwﬁimm af epcompassing his entire body.
Huwwcr,ih:pammediﬁwhuﬁﬂedhﬁfmfsbodyandplnudhinthebodybag
imuanspnnmthahmpitalmmrdadthﬂth:buﬁywu'dmnchadudmhlmd'unﬁe
it became level Bftb:tiﬂﬁﬂmbudybagwnsup:nﬁdatth:hmpimm,ﬁsuﬁ
shirt and updershirt were covered in biood

The bloodstain on the right shoulder of Mr. Foster's ghirt is admittedly diffieuit 1o
uplainbutnutdetzrminaﬁvethﬂthndmmdwasmnwdaﬁ:rhcmmmimd
suicide. Hm'unmbcrufﬁmswnulduplﬂn the blocdstain; perhaps the bead was
moved by the Park Police or emergency perscane! cn the sceae. Regardless of what
cansed the bloodstain, however, it cannot be disputed that if the body was maved
into the park pdditions! signs would suppart that conclusion. Mr. Foster's clothing
was drenched with blood once he was moved to the hospital. His clothing would
have been squally drenched if he had been moved into the park

Commentators have alsp made issue with the lack of skull fragments found at the
sceme sugpesting it also suppors the concusion that Mr. Foster was moved to the
park. The scene was oot searched for bone fragments, however, until approximately
nine months afier Mr. Fosier's death.  Alihough it is ool surprising that numerous
objects were found a1 the scene, such as Civil War artifacts, siull fragments are
animal matter. Msu:h.thcymu]dhavcbunmmdhymvmgingmimaisnrnm
washed away. There was not a large amount of fragments that wers missing as the
exit wound was only 1 1/4 by 1 inch in diameter. Likewise, the bullet was never
found, but one need ooty visit Fort Marcy Park to understapd that the bullet could
have fallen amywhere in the park The fact that it wat not locared is pot
determinative in hght of the previously discussed forensic evidence.

The lack of fingsrprinis on the gun found in Mr. Foster's hand has also beep usad
tumgg:s:thalhﬁdidnmﬁrtﬂmmapnnﬂrﬂmthisbud}'hadbeenmnvcdandth:



gun was jater placed in his hand. Pathologists bave suggested, however, that
fingerprints are not always identifiable. Other factors, such as the amount of cils on
the decedents fngers, the humidity, 2nd the termperanire may resolt in Anperprints
not remaining on an object.

: v "CW Cogiradicicd or Ezsity Explained

Recent statements of the so-called Confidential Witness ("CW™) appears to be in
question. CW is the referenee 1o the man driving a white van. who initially found Mr.
Eoster's body in Fart Marcy Park arcund 6:00 p.m. He has asked that his identify be kept
confidential.

A oo --on of CW's statements 1o FBI agents working for Special Counsel Fiske,
as reflecied in the Fiske report, and those statements given under oath to Representatives
Dian Burton, John Mica and Dana Rohrabacher reveal that the substznce of each statement

is very similar, if not identical.

In both instances, W insists that the patms of Mr. Foster were facing upward and
there was 0¢ gua in Mr. Foster's hand when CW found the body.t However, in both
instances, W acdmowledged 1l from the posinon be was standing, it was possible
that if Mr. Foster bad a gun in his hand, CW could have missed it. Special Counsel
Fiske's report staies, "CW acknowledges that, because of his position at the top of
the berm and the heavy foliage, there could have been a gun in the man’s band that
he did not see.”

W reiterated this peiot i his sworn statement whep be acknowledged that i
wained policeman standing at the 1op of the bill that [si¢] ever when he [the
policeman) s told he [Mr. Foster] had & gun in his hand still did not see it [the
gun]. 1 cannot . . . say, | would have seen it [the gun]™ Because my staff and I had
accass to photographs taken at Fort Marey Park, we carefully reviewed a photo taken
fram roughly the same location that CW claims 1o have stoodl. Because of the dense
folisge that was clearly seen in the picture, Mr. Foster's bands could not possibly
have baer seen without moving to his side. CW admits that be did oot mave to Mr.
Foster's side to examine Mr. Foster's bands.

- Cruestions have also been raised about the alieged existence of 2 wine cooler bottle
near Mr. Fosters pody and & stain an Mr. Foster's shirt which appeared to be 8
combipation of wine and vomit. These assertions were made by the CW, The lab
reporis conducted on Mr. Foster's shirt reveal that the stain was purely blood and no
praces of wine or vomit were found., The U.S. Park Police asserts that no wine
coolers were found near Mr. Foster's body, but wine coolers were in an automobile
located in the parking lot but oot belonging to Mr. Fester.  Additionally, no alcohot
was found in Mr. Foster's bioodstream.
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- Cuestions have been raised regarding a discrepancy betwesn CW's recoliection of the
various comients of the two cars Jocated in the parking lot at Fort Marcy Park the
afiernoon of Mr. Foster's death.  All parties involved agree that there were two cars
iuthcparkinglm-unehe]nng:dtn‘u’inu:m Foster and was grey in color and the
athar was B white Honde, According to CW, inside the white Honda were two wine
coolers and a jacket that maiched the pants CW saw o0 ¥incant Foster.

In contrast, the U5, Park Palice investigation {at the time of the death} and Special
Counsel Fiske's imvestigation {nine months later} both determiced, based on
information from the owner and passenger of the white Honda, that the wine coolers
were in fact in their car. As well, no jacket was in their car despit= the testimony of
the CW. The U.S. Park Police found the jacket matching Mr. Foster's pants in the
car belonging wo Mr. Fosier.

- Also of concern is the statement by CW that the ground at the bottom of the berm
whete the body was found was trampled and worn. It would be impossible to
determine, Dowever, whether the ground was trampled by the footsteps of Mr. Foster
pacing back and forth or by the footsteps of others,

Evid ‘ Marginal Va!

- Several commentators have guestioned the origin of carpet fibers found on Mr.
Foster's body or clothes. ﬁlthnughthenﬁginufﬂmuﬁh:rsandhairhw: not been
substantinted, & determinative finding of the origin is not practical nor necessary in
tight of other overwhelming forensic evidence. Specifically, carpet fibers may be
transmitted from almost amy source. It would be impossible 1o determine when or
where the carpet fibers found on Mr, Foster's clothing would have criginated.

- Rumors have also arisen concerning a blond hair found somewhare on Mr. Foster's
body, possibly on his undershorts.  Prior to beginning the autopsy, Mr. Foser's
clothing was removed and commingled together. Therefore, it is ropossible to
determine which piece of clothing the hair was originally attached

The blend hair found on Mr. Foster could have come from atyone. Possibly, the
hair belonged to his daughter who bas long blond hair. The day of his death, Mr.
Foster was driving the car typically driven by his daughizr. Moreover, the marning
of his death, Mr. Foster drove his daughter to work, leaned over and kissed her
good-bye — ap act whereby a hair could have easily been transmitted. The hair
could have also belonged o anycne of the guests at the sweaning-in ceremomny of FBI
Director Louis Freeh which took place in the Rose Garden the day of Mr. Foster's
geath. Because the forensic evideoce so conclusively points 1o a snicide, the origin
of the blond bair is hardly relevani.



- Anather area of concemn seems 1o be the exist=nce of semen found oo Mr. Foster's
undershorts Those who suggest that the presence of semen demonstrates that a
<exuzl fiaizon occurred on the afternoon of Mr. Foster’s death ignore the testimony
of medical exparts who supgest that it is not uommon for an individual, at the time
of death, to defecate, urinale, or even ejaculate.

- Finally, some bave questioned why Mr. Foster's body was net exhumed. Based npon
the uncootroveried forensic evidence coupled with the pain such a procedure would
understandably cause the Foster family, it was determined that Mr. Fosier's body
nead oot be exhumed.  As suggesied above, the Pathology Pancl reasnnably
dct:mﬁnaﬂthatwﬂid:ntcviﬂ:nmmptmwedmaﬂuwh:mtnmndumth:h oW
independent review,

CONCLAUSION

[ must agres that not every question regarding the death of White House aide
Vincent Foster has been definitively answered. Nonetheless, | have reached the sonclusion
ihat all available Eacts lead 10 the undeniable conclusion that Vincent W. Foster, Jr. took
his own life in Fort Marcy Park, Virginia on July 20, 1993

Perhaps the unexpected death of any high povernment official will needlessly bring
cries of conspiracy {T0m Thamy in our sociery. That is unforiunate. The death of Mr. Foster
has heen reviewsd in deail by the experienced professionals at the U.5. Park Police, who
were performing their tasks under extremely difficult circumstances. Specal Counseal Rober
Fiske 100k that investigation ooe step further by esiablishing a panel of poled forensic
pathologiss who reviewed all of the available evidence and reached the same conclusion as
lat of the Park Police. T reviewed the work of these two organizations and, with this

repotl, support their findngs.

Accordingly, this repon closes the Government Operations Committes minerity
investigation ot this stage of Lhe death of Vincent Foster. The focus of this probe will now
wrn to ibe second portion of the investigation dealing with the handling of Mr. Foster's
documents and the potentizl obstruction of justice by White House siaff in the days
following Mr. Foster's death,

My special tnanks 1o officials of Fairfax County, Virginia, the U.S. Pask Police, and
the Office of Special Counsel Robert B. Fiske, Jr. for their asgistanec in conducting this

revicw.



ENDNOTES

Daspiu:mea:hrd:::rmimﬁnuhyrhnu.&hrk?uliu that Vincent Foster had
mmmimdmiu‘dc.mmcmusnmsmﬂﬁhtgmmnppcminuﬂylﬂmgguﬂng
that the Park Police did nutmumughl}fpcrfnrmth:irjuhnrthatihc“'hit: House
smﬁhadimpmpﬂ]yhnpedodthewﬂminvﬁﬁsnﬁm These articles include:

. On Janoasy 13, 1994, Washingion Fast reparnter Michael Likof reports that
DulandFBIag:nmhavebtpnreuncingth:nﬁginﬂhanﬁlingufth:qur
'ma::archfur:ﬁdtnn:thuwmﬂdshndﬁghtunhissut: of mind a1

the rime of his death. Lsikoff further reports that this effort began because
theinvesﬁgalurswercmnmm:dthnttnFWhit:Huuscaidﬁmayhaw
hindered the U1.5. Park Police from obtaining key evidenoe.

about the conglusion that it was a suicide. According 10 Ruddy, “The
qucsﬁﬂminwluthcpmiﬁunanmfsbodﬂthctaﬂthmthemmsﬁﬂ
i.nFust:r’ﬁhandandhadnuhlnudunit;thnma]lamnuntufhlmdnnand
nﬂrihcbudy;udthtmdfmmﬁthwhidlthﬁduthwudmhmdamdddﬁ.‘

o lnlate January, 1994, the Wall Stroet Journal Hled suit in U.S. District Court
to "force the release of reports on White House lawyer Vincent Foster's
death, The DoJ had earlier planned to release these reports.

» DnF:bmmB.l?ﬂd,rh:MmpumthﬂfumFBlDﬁm
William Sessions sai¢ that the FBI “was kept oul of the investigation into
Vincent Foster's alieged suicide because of a ‘power struggle within the FBI
and the Department of Justice™. Sessions "said the FBI did oot ge1 invoived
in the probe for political reasons.”

- Op February 4, 1984, ABC New's Jim Wooten reports that Secret Service
records "show that the day after Foster died Nussbaum did take a photograph
from the office and one of his astistants remuned a trash bag previcusly
removed from the office.” :

The autopsy wes performed by Dr. Beyer, The aulopsy was Bothorized by Dr.
Donald Haut of the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner, Northern Yirginia
District, Commeonwealth of Virginia. The Medical Examiner's Certificate, better
Imuwnuad:ﬂhmrﬁﬁmm,issigne:dh:,rDr.Hautandlismihccauunfdr.athu
nself-inflicted gunshot wound mouth to head.”



The Forensic Pathologist Pane] inciuded four experienced and respected forensic
pathologists. They include:

fa) Dr. Charles 5. Hirsch - Chief Medical Examiner for the City of New York.

(o)  Dr.James L. Lake - Forensic Pathology Consuliant, FBI Iovestigarve Suprport
Unit, FB1 Academy.

{¢} Dt Donald T. Reay - Chief Medical Fxaminer for King County, Secattle,
Washington. '

(d)  Dr. Charles J. Stahl - Distinguished Scientist and Armed Forces Medical
Examiner, Armed Forees Institute of Paihology, Washington, D.C.

Mo evideace bas been presented which would challenge the integrity of these experts.
Several commentaiors have argued that Mr. Foster's body, after be died, was moved
to Fort Marey Park  This issue will be addressed below.

Small traces of an anti-depressant, which Mr. Foster was known 1o heve taken, was
found in Mr. Foster's bloodstreanm.

Fiske report at 30, Deposition at 43.
Fiske report at M.

Deposition at 19.



